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The Post September 117 Politics of Globalism, Localism and
the Malaysian State
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Abstract

Thes paper explores a sonies of key dilernmias ssosated with the nation-slate projact in Malaysia
aned the threals 1o this project posed by ekemeants of the nec-liberal globalisation in the post:
September 117 period (511). This post 511 panod crealed a senas of oppodunifies and diammas
far the Malaysian state and was also charactansad by 8 sanes of 1enS0ons &% domasie poliical
developmants clashed wih embiions towards embracing neo-liberal globalisation, Poitical
struggies featured attempts by the govemment partes 0 balance he tengions and Detween
longstanding developmental modernest policies designed o position Malaysia and 3
simulaneous process of maintaining & commilment o the progressive [slamsation of everyday
Ida m Malaysia This peper discusses these ssues in the contaxt of obsenving the socal, cullurs
ard political tansions arcund the teaching of English and policies tht proposed the laaching of
sience &t mathemabcs m Malaysian schools and unneersilies

introduction

This paper exploras a serias of key dilermmas assocated with the nabon-state projec! in Maaysia
ared the threals 1o thes projed posed by elements of fiue neo-libens giobalism in ihe post Seplember
11" perind (S11). This post 511 panod created a senies of oppofuniiies and dilermmas for the
Malayssan state and was Blso charactensed by & senas of the changing of leadership as the long
standng Pnma Mingster, Or Mohammad Mahathr, reinguished ihe leadership of the nation as
wil a5 the rufing party, the Bansan Masional (BN), Hwas also typified by ferce polibcal compeliion
betasan the rubng Bertsan MNasional and the copesition |slamic Part 1slem Sarmalaysia (FPAS)n
the prefude of the 2004 general electon and a senes of unforesean by-elections in the state of
Hedan

These elecioral sirogales featured afismpls by he governmenl parties 1o batance e lensions
and diemmas between longstanding developrnental mademist poicies designed o pasition
Malaysa as an active participant m the nec-liberal gicbai market and a simuitaneous process of
rurtaning a commitment 10 fhe progressve [slamisation of averyday life in Mataysa. This
paper Secusses these Ssues m the confexd of obsenang the Socal, culiural and polics| 1emaions
Bssociated with giabalisation in e post 511 ermviranment, pamcutaniy in a muliracsal, mulcukural
ard mulifingual country as Mataysia The paper expiores these tensions through 8n anelysis of
the imtroduchion of palicies thal proposad the teaching of science and mathematics in Malaysian
schoole.

The paper compnses of obesenvalions and date cobected from Englsh media in Malaysia dunng
mid 2002 when mary of Ihese events otounmed

Dilermmas and Opporunities: Malaysia Response to regional and Global Instability
The posl-Seplember 117 amnncnment has concumeantly re-shaped end re-defined the polhcs of
I Stale in the South East Asian region a5 the major powers have baen forced to reangage wih
Ihe reqgion

The Unned Stales of Armesica (LIS) and Australia had failed 10 note the extent 1 which lermodsm
hiad emerged as pan of the South ASia polilcal bndscape. The region has dready been subpdled
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b penodic acts of iermodsm, Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines have during the paniod 19595
2001 besn characiensad by Cyclic anasks, lecsfiged insumsechion and maowaments calling Kr
separalist ksiamic sietes. Regional incidences have included the assassnation of a membes of
pariament in Malaysa; kidnapping and hostage taking of internatonal jounsts from the slend of
Sidapan in Sabab, Malaysia; period bombing and comemunal vinkanca in the Molukas. Sulawesi
and Kaimantan in indonssia and bombing &nd assassnations by tha Abu Sayadin the Philippres

These incdents al pre-date both Septernber 1% attacks on MNew York and Octobar 127 2002 Bali
bombings which had the efiect of heightenng the awarensss of the Amerncan and Austrahian
pecple and ther govemments of the growth of ulire-radiced movements in the South East Asan
reqion. Ratnar than the issue of teTonsm beng a Middie Eastem problam the centre of actvey
quickly became focussed on B Soulh East Asian Regon

The heightened urgency and resrdered priodbes led % @ more aggressive and imerventionist
Amencan and Adustialian forgn poicy 0 the post 511 penod and this subsaquently crealed
diemrmas and eppafuniies for govemments in South East Asia.

Relafions with the previcus Cinton admirgstration had presioushy been fense anund the issue
of human nghts. The tial and gaoing of Anwar lbrahim the former Deputy Prime Minsier and tha
use of the Internal Secunty Act with indeterminate delention withoul trial had idenlifed Malaysiam
the Cinton adminisirabon’s eyes &5 a counlry wath a poor human mghis recon

In thea wake of 511, Dr Mahathir was abie b reakgn Malayveia with the Georga Bush's "global war
against terronsm” even though there was limiled support for US foregn policy. Recogrising the
importance for a rmiddie ranked power in fha region to hamess the suppor of the LIS, Dr Mahathir
goon after the 511 attacks declared Malaysia an “lslamic state” aganst termonsm (Mahath,
2002}, Ibwas a siatement thatwas crticised as contradictad the multcuiural indent of the consitution
of Malaysa and chalended the hishonc consansus arcund the mutracal state thil exshed snce
indepandence in 1957. Oppasiion 1o attempls to oreate 2 perception of a mono-religious stale
emerged friom elements in the Chnese community and sgnalled heir cppostion irouah the
creabon of the “28.8° movement 10 comenermarate e day on which the stalement that Malaysia
wias an Islamic state was made.

The PAS party was ambiguous and non-commntal in its responsa fo the attacks on Mew York,
Saizing on ths opportunily, 1he govemmen! detined leadng figures i the PAS party and miking
anesiy ke Uwe 15A provisionss ergumg that ey wens the eouneience of 8 "Waay Tebbon
{Ahmad, 2002). In addicn the govamment wias abds 1o portray many figures inthe PAS movement
% ukra-radical fundamantaksis and ha mosgues as hol bads of dssent o ushfy nlersenton n
the appomiment of refigioys leaders and the closure of schools run by the mosoues The
Qovernment was also abie to justify the extanson of the Inlemal Secunty Ad (ISA) by pointing oul
that some of the planming for both 511 and 1he bomixng af the LSS Cola in Yemen was condiiced
e Kuala Lurmgur.

Malaysia's new found aly stabus with the US was reafirmed with the locaton of an imemabong
centre agamst lemensm i Kuala Lumpur and, Malaysa and the United Stales emoyed a panod
of unusual harmony In inlemalional refabions, This “hopeymoon” dminshed with the nterventon
n Alghanistan n 2002 and sank further with the imdesion of Fag in 2003,

Litle afientan has been gaid 1o the emengent tensons and dilemmas as values and ideas about
he mabon-siate clash wath deokgies of gobatisation, Much less atterfion has been directed io
quastions aboln how these tensions mgad on the palitics of the state and how gowemments
respond 10 the contradicions of globalisptan and loealism
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The State and Meo-liberalism: Perspectives on Globalisation.

The most commian view of globalsahon is the othodox nec-iberal view 1hal sees e giooe as
a seamiess global markel where (e movernenl of goods, sanvices, finances and labour 15 a
trans-natonal phenomeanon. This orthodax nec-ibers inksrpratation of globalisaton assumes a
preparedness of govemments to mest the demands for more competitie and efaent. and
ppen economies Mough radical reform measures, Thess economies axhiba high levels of
sysiem rédowrn hatl includes the deregulatan al fnancal and labor markets, the reduction of the
state/puichc secior while incraasing incenissas for prvate investment and expor grossth by businass
(Faik, 1805

Ths farm of "top down™ globalksation has an impact on education and frainng n wo ways. First,
substantial econorme restructuring that has resuled n globsl Gispossession, unemploynent
Bnd poverty i 8 trend that dentibes education as a tool in aleviating poverdy and re-skilng
communibies across the globe io participate m the new global economy, TS SCondmic
developmental view of higher education is posited on traditinal theaneg of human capeal thaony
Secondly the global dmension ol ecanomic aclivity has a&=b spawned a giobal response o
education bayond 1he nation siete (Burbules and Tores, 2000; Cuwres and Newson, 15888, Kel,
2000; Lingard and Rizi, 20000,

Increasing s nlernasonal marketsation 5 accompanied by the emergence of supm-siabe
treda biocs such as the Ewopesan Union and APEC {Asia Pachc Econdmic Community) in Close
colaboration with peak economic crganisatons such as the economic group of eight, the IMF
(Intematonal Monatary Fund) and the WTO (Wodd Trade Organisahon). Increasingly educabon
i uliized 10 undespin the labouf requinerments of ese rade blocs as well being subjed 10 S1rang
infiuence by the emeérgng rans-natonal markets in education (Fall 108 Kall, 2001; Morey and
Fiobins, 1885).

Arather wiew of globaksation sungests an enosion of the power and miluence of e neton-slaie
has scosmpanied giobalisation. This view suggesis 8 homogemsing effect accompanying
gichaisation that is seen as threalening awthentic aspects of lecalism,  Marmy of e reachions o
gicbaligation are smply fulle attermgts 1o defend mona-ethme, mano-lingual and mona-redgious
stata structures in the face of growdng complextty and diversity (Beck, 1859, This response o
giobaisation has howsevar spasnied hyper-nationalistic responsas that reify and valonsed notions
of authenlic lacalism. Many of these responses have been hyper nalionaksbc responses based
On rA0EMm, dasive Wedne™ poles ard a eullure o Blams (Sngh Kall & Pandan, 2007), Thesa
developments are damaging in counimes such as Maleysa end Australa that ane charactenred
by elhne., finguestic and cultural dyversiny,

University educalors heve & perticularty problemalic positioning in this, as treditichaly They baen
one of the most influanhial state projects in affirming the identity of nation state projects, Howener,
giabaisalion = nol something that should be passively accepted and that globalisation offers

new opportunilies for sslivism bul also enabies new forms of inclusicn thal enable nalions of
“ofhemass” 1o be chalienged (Kell Shore & Sngn, 20045, Thesze opponiunfes emenge from &
third viewr of globalisation that infiuances the issuss of state explorad in this pager [Singh, 2001},

The third view incorporales a more dverse and complex sel of relationships between the locs!
and the glotal. Ths globaltocal perspecive explores how globaisation s nlerpreted withn e
ke community and accommaodatas a dwversity of expanances of, and wews about giobalsation
It ey erbgues ned-ibéral assumphons of glcbaksaton that negled the difierental mpact of
giobalisation on vanous communilies, 18 also dooounts for the diversity of responses o globalisation
o the basis of kocation, ciass, rece and gender. In addition 4 has Me capacty o respond 1o the
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complexty of disspone commungas and how communal bondgs around nationalsm and ove
cizenship are nuriwed, formed and reshaped. It also situates Bnguage. culiure and educaton
at the cemire-of aciviy father than at the penpheny of meanng [Beck. 1999, Kellet @l 2004 Moey
and Rogins, 1905, Penrmecook, 1996 & 2000 Ridge. 2000

The final perspectve on globalsation in linking the local and the ghobal enatles & broader
eaplomation of the dynamics of the state and theimpact on siate poficy of both global rends and the
social and cullurad contesd of 1he state. This chagher seeks fo use this global locad perspective fo
analyse the policy selings associatad wilh the infroduction of Englizh as a meadhum of instruchon

Maintzining the State: Balancing the Tensions of Globallsation and Localisation,
The congruence wilh the neo-liberal version of globaisation 15 evidant m the Malaysian
govermment's amisitous fe-year planning oyce and 2020 vision for the Malaysian state, This
polssy documents aigns Malaysia wilh the nec-icaral wastern vasiant of globahsation ad this
has sean an emphasis on develcpmental economics wilh a strong relabonship batween
conmtmued economic growth, prospenty and poilical stabiity (Gomez and Jomd, 1999, Kell,
2002

tn Mialanysis thene has been a planned poiicy shift from pomeny industnes such as &n, ubber, palm
ol and fimber to a manufacturing based economy underpinned by sigrificant patrolewn eserves.
Tha Mafaysian govemnmant 2020 vision sees a further shefl from Malaysias slalus asa 7
economy based on production 10 a "R Socely whene kntwdedge and inndvabon undeming
economic develepment. A mapor pan of this move 1o 8 K econoimy has been an emphasis on
daveloping capabiliies and capacities in mformation and computer technology. This vanant of
globalsation cames with it 8 strong emphasss on nation-state buildng as pre-fequesis for
paricpahion in @ wokd economy with inhastnucure deveiopment such as reads, schooks, pods
heing directed to enhaneng Malaysa's compelivensass

To parly fdfl thase ams. the Malaysian govemment embarked on amisbous projects which
included the develcpment of a Mubmedia Super Comdor (MSC) between Port Klang and Kuala
Lumpur, 8 super caompitier precnct calied Cybenaya dose 1o the adminisiratee contre of Kuala
Lumpur and a Mutimedia Ureversity 1o develon research and iraining opporhunities in 10T, Aigaed
wilh §his wera reforms to achools through & "sman schools™ program (had desgnated schools o
aperale ieaching and leamng through 2T Thes was also an eiempl 1o davelop 2n innovative
consiructivisl approach 1o cumculum as an allemative i e exam dependent structure of tha
Malaysian education system and was promoted as enabling the Sreativity thad the govemmenl
=AW 85 Necassary to particpate in e westem vananl of glebaisalion (Sngh, Kell & Pandian,
2000}

This developmentaliem is alse accompanied by a modernist discourse that is hamessad on
DCCAsons 10 portray cpPostion B2 e govemment's aims as anli-mademisl, acking in paticssm
and a threat 10 growth and skabiily through unnecessary diisiveness. Much of the sustairing
retons of developmentalizm & linked to the advancament of the Malay people who are estmaled
al 58 of ihe populaion, There s 3lso a large Chinese population estimated al 32% and &n
Inckan commungy corsisting of 95 that makes Malaysia one of fha maost ethrécally diversa n Asia

(Crystal, 1088).

The patiems of colanial nle conducted by the Brtish asmnisiration sew much of the asonomic
benefits rermain in the urban areas of the foemer Brlish Strags Settiement of Malacca, Penang,
Singapare and (he states swrounding Kuala Lumpur such &s Sefangor, Perek and Negn
Sembilan. These areas with langer Chinase and Indian populations were direcied at sanvcing
the econormic and admnistralive needs of the Brilish Raj and were relatvaly well placed al the
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brma of independence in 1857, On the contany tha Sullanates on the Peninsuia, such as Kelantan,
Terenggany, Pedis and Kedah were lrgely popuiated by rural Malays in regional S thal
maimaned a evel of autonceny from Ihe Brilish. This aulonomy howewsr also contribuled &0
pattams of differentiated economes development thet 24 saome reral Melays at tha botiom ena of
iha soco-aconomic ladder at the time of ndependance. When Malaysia was farmed in 1983 tha
pannsula =ates inlegraled wilh Sabah fformedy Brilish MNorth Bomeo) and Sarak and these
areas on the Isand of Bomed Showed evidence of simiar under dewelopmen

Much af the govemment's econdmic policy sinee e earky 19708 has bean diracted 15 redressing
this histons imbelance. The tummng poind has been recognized as May 1938 when nots in Kusla
Lumpur prompied a8 policy of preference in employment, inance, education and proparty provisions
o Malays or "bumiputra” {sons of the sof). This preferential treatment waks 1he cantral piatform of
tha Mew Economic Polcy (WEP) and was drecied o the econamic, $05al and cultural revival of
the: Makay people, The New Economic Policy requred recogniion of this special stalus by Chirsse
and Indans and this has been conseded with minor modfications, as the man economic policy
metrument af ihe Mataystan govemment (Gomez and Jomo, 1888,

Whila the NEP has been atiribubéed with prosiding the social stabiity by moderatng mequalises 23
8 foundation for economic growih there has bean growing evidence of dfierential economic
oppertunities within elhne communiies, pamculady bebwean nesl and wban Maleys. These
growng inequalilies, can be parily attrbuted 1o the differenfiated affects of globaksation that has
cragled the condiions which have eroded the poltical unity of the Malay community, spavmed
calls for a democratic reform (reformasi, revaksed ISlamic opposilion paties and has promplesd
challsnges o Malaysias claims (o baing & sacular slate. The divigion wes also exposmaled by
tha tensaons around diffarential views about giobalisston and the concapiualisation of Mafaysia
a5 an |slamic naton

Thet second form of economiz, social and cukure! giobalisaton focuses on the growng Fan-
Istarm mowemant. Since the 1879 ravoktion in ian, there has been an increasing presence of
Islam in the socal, palifical and cullural life of Malaysia (Ghosh and Safleh, 1995} Snce
incependance in 1857, Matiysia has bean consitubonally & Secuar naon in recogrebon of the
ethnic end redigaus dieralty in bath VWest and Easl Maiaysia bul e has been siion pregsuns
from fements of the Maiay Muslim majonty for the mirodoction of lslamis ke

This has baan aclively oppeged by the coalbon Bansan Nasional govemment which comprses
of Matays. United hMalay Mational Organssion (LMNO), Chinese; Malaysian Chinese Agsaciation
(MCA} and Indan; Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC) pafties. Governing snce independance in
1657, thes coaltion has relaned govemment with s9ong alliances in businass, the media and in
the public sector machanisms of gowemment.

The rewval of Islem has ooturred snce 1579, However, its recogreion as 8 major poltical forca
did not emerge until several evenls caincded. These induded the 1997 eoonomic crisis thad saw
relrenchments, wage cuts and reductions In subsidies and suppart by govemment thal
exatamtdaled exsling inegualiies between rural and urban Malays. |In addiion, the tral and
imprisanment of Armar Ibealim acted as a catalyzt for criticism and opposition to the operatan of
the Mefaysian pdicial sysiem, Anwar lbratim, the former Deputy Prime Mirister, was the subjeqt
of judiciary and penal processes, wiich afracied inbermabioral attention, Hes impriscament on
carmuphon and sodomy conveclions wene seen as highly policsed and & mescamage of pshcs
ouside Malaysa, internally i also acted as a rathning poirt for opposition pames o cal for refoms
to the justioe systern and pofitical systemn. Tha Mataysian govemment was pasticularyy winerable
with the hosting of the Commarwealih games in Kuala Lumgur in 1988 and a general gection
in 188 creeting andeties for the wkng Bansan Nesona! alsnos.

B
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The combination of 8 revived polical opposiion at a time of economic and poltical unceriaingy
resutied in tha Govemment baing returmed wilh a reduced majoat The eroSon n Suppon i the
1595 elections was principally 2 $pid in the Malay vole a5 support defecied from the Unied Matay
Natanal Organtsation (UMNO) 16 the opposiien PAS paty, The non-Muskm opposition parties
such as DAP were wiped out of the elecioral map end the new re-glaciad Mahathir govermmend
nad a chalienge in reconnecting with 3 subsiantiad part of the Malay slechorate

The kay dilemmas arcund attempts fo ponray Opposition panies a5 uira-adicals and: aighned

with temorisls was summansed in the comments of Abdulah Ahmad weiting in fhe Maw Sieas

Tirmas
"By pushing PAS 1o the extremas. they belave they would eventually be pushed in extremis.
Ty Searned bo be nght, all the way up 1o the 18883 elaction. They might be nght joday, but
ihe soanang has changed, LAMND's grip on the cenbe is not a5 frm a5 i used 1o be
Lirfeas the party can marge natonslism, modsmesm and beralism with & strong 1slarmis
grounding 2 could eventusly loss oul. PAS has carved & posigon in the Malaysian peyche
wivare & can capilaise mightly on dissatisfaction with LIMNO, UMNO fepresants istam’s
modam and tolerant face and it & in tough compeatiion with PAS'S version of Be rehdion”
[Abdullan, 2002 p. 104,

In shates such s Kefanian and Terengganu where that are stele govemments led by the Isamic
Eased apposition PAS, slarmac [ew has baen mircducead to ncorporate both marl and economic
Me, Mary of the initistives have attracted wide publctty over gander segregatan in shops and
hatals whare swimming pools have been designaled on akernate days for men and women. In
addion, theatres have bean forced 10 operate with ful lighting 1o prevent “immoral acts™ with the
fesull tha theatres have closed These laws hid been beoadly referred b0 as the Hudud laws and
have introduced conroversial religous inerpretations anound rape. mamiage and divoree thal
have baen imMerpresed &s ernding ha nghts of woman inMalaysa (Mew Strads Tomes, 8 July 2002,

g

The Mataysian government was coposed o e introducton of these laws erguing that they
gndestrng the secular nature of 1he siate. In conirast o the state government, the Fedesal
govemment ordered Federad pokoe not o endforce stabe based religious lws and this led o a
consttutional dilemma, Parhicularty, when the Terengoanu propased buikfing grisans for Syanah
offenders Vew Stralls Times, 238 August 2002, g 2). Whie these laws are Smited 1o Muslm

majonty areas they have been portrayed &8 archac and a threat to Mafaysia pluralst socety even
though they have nol been appled o non-Auslims.

Thesa polential tensions around rofe of Islam in the Malaysia state has been depicted, paricularsy
oy the government press as simply “regressive [ocalisn™ and a refreat 10 pre-madern
fundamentalism vasalions on |stam (Singh et @, 2000} This reading of the Socal and polfcal
orger misinderprets the development of an apposdonel poliics that has amenged as a result of
the differential impact of globalisshon The reaction 1o government polkicies |5 mot smply
hundiarmentalism in reachion fo the growth of westem valees and nommes bid alsd 2 readtion o the
emengng ecsnomic mequalilies ial charactense nec-ibeml sconomics.

in {hes emoronment, tha ntemal poliics of Maelaysia moreesngly became a polbcs of ideciopcet
hegitimalicn with the estabished UMNO govemman conénung 1o promaole development onented
and & phrals! mult-refigicus sfate s the pame policy framawork but increasngly had o be
demansirating i3 credeni@ls ag genundg quandians of 1he Isamic failh, By mid 2002, hese
idealogical lensions reached a crucal moment s the lng sendng Prime Minsier, Dr Mahathic
made a dramalic announceman of rebrement al the 2002 UMNO natanal confensnce, ARhough,
he was convinced o postpone hig-refirerment unll Oclober the foliowing year, he sense of
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nskabiity was increased with the sucden death by natural causes of the Oppostion PAS eader,
Fagzd Moor

The resuling by-stechon held in the stale of Kedah, pravously 3 stronghold of U0 but subecs
o infcads by the PAS coposition, exposed the impact of the ideokogical stnugghe n Malaysia In
the campaigns for these elections there were signs thal the secular consensus was under
arack

Education: An Interaction of Secularism, Localisation and Globalisation

The New Econcenic Policy's preferental clauses 1o Malays have seen a “cormminal guola”
syslem apphad to urivarsity entrance on the basis of elhnicity and race. Until 2001 enfry 1o
Mafaysian universifies was abocated on a ralio of 8075 of places to Malays, 40% to Chiness and
1005 to Indians. [n 2001, Bus quoda system far higher education entry was aboished and a mowe
enards mem-baged system infroduced. Alihough, this mesl bazad systerm vas designad [0
placate Chinese members of the governmg coatlion in the Malaysian Chinese Assosabion, the
ouncome saw the status quo mainained wih Malay students beng guaraniead aliematve eniry
prionty through the Kolej Matikutass Mela (Malay Matnculation Colepes) with the man losers of

dereguiation being Indan backgreund epplcanis wWhose pamopation dropped from 100 1o less
tham 73%

The higher education quotas have been resporsinle for ihe hegh levels of overseas shudy by
many Malaysians particutary efnnic Chinese and the grodh of private higher education in Mabysia
snce the md 1980, An espansion of the pavale higher educaetion syslem as a mesull of (he
Higher Education Act of 1996, has in effect developed a parsllel education System funded by, and
catering for. the Chinese community. Countrigs such as Ausiralia have aled been direct
bereficanes of this sysiern wilh many ethnic Chinese seeking ovarseas uriversity placas in
Meww Zedland, UK, US a5 well as Australia (Lee, 1859)

Desoite these inegualilies unversies pataps offered possibiites for communal end racal
irtearation as the school syslem Ras baen nfuencad by the segmentation of colonial Smes and
feaiures separeie commurnity systams wihin 8 naticnal system of schoolng. The state nafonal
school system is popudaied by a majonty of Malay students and fhe medium of instudon &
Bahasa Malaysia, For the Chingse, schooing operates arcund a network of Chinesa language
schools thal uifise the natonal cumcuiim and alsa have a sirong emphasis on English instruction.
The Ghinase schoolng system has remained ressient and maintained a high kevel of
independence from whad has bean sean as the intrusicn of the Malaysian govemment ndeding
attempla through the “vfion schools” pragram o dusier mabonal and Chnese schoais.

The Indian commurey, Bnd mare pabculsdy, the Tamd community operate cormimienal schools
up b the equnaianl of hagh school The Tami community schocls fend o ba located in the
poorest districls and Tarmil students are amongst the most desadvaniaged studenis in the
Malaysian system m bolh resources and cuttomes (Arnimugen, 2002), A key aim of the rational
syslem s 1o inculcale values of patnalism (Rukun Negara) end also promole fhe nterests of a
secular society. However there are moreasing 1ensions. around the development of schocling
outside the nadans system wilh the establshment of prvate colleges by the Chingsa community.
There is also the emerpence of Malay religious schodls responding bo crificiams thal the national
sysiem was "oo secular’. Commenisior, Johan Jafar observes that as many a= 910,000 Malays
shclems are oulside the national system atlending private religiows schocls and that their parents
ane ECanIng the Saadar systern that they may have benafiled fnom m the penod from ingspendence
(Johan, 2002)
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This breakdown of the secular nature of schodling and s damaging efed promaled fhe
gavarmment b reverse 5 previcusly loose and supporiiee stance 1ovckrds & Syslim hal alocated
a pronty toward the growth of private education. Wormed about aiticiems that the growes of the
ndependanl religious schools in Mataysia meght spawn 8 Maleysian eguaalent of the Talban or
& stusant mowarmant like that which ememged from Pakisian and Afghanistan, the govemment
tightened up regisiraticon requrements for schools and dosed a number of schools (New Sirats
Timeas, 6 Augues] 2002, p. &)

This emvircnment required skilled poltical managerment in balenong muliple polcy discourses
and the demands. of multiple consttuencies. The govemment has a chalange in mantaining the
modemist and develepmental pobsy dizoourse with 2 commitrmant 1o 2 neo-fberal globalsation
while simultaneously maintaining legimacy with the islamc community This achievement of
this pobcy balence had been a festure of the govemment of Cr Mahathr

Part of the Mahathir legacy to Malaysia has atso been call for the revival and renmssance of the
Malay pecple which dates back to hes book. The Malay Diemri whese Dr Mahathir argued thal
a combinafion colonialism and ceran fealwes of the “sell effacing” Malay dentity left tham
vidnerable in modem bmes 1o exploiistion (Mahathr, 1875 p 116). This massage n 2002 was
exended to the lslamic fsith on a global scale and he was suggesing thal Bangsar Melayy
Malay race) was vuineratie and weakensd by a combmation of eroded values and a faiure o
capitakss on {he gains of the NEF Dy Mahathir arpueed that discipine and hard work were naeded
#nd cribcisad the Malsys for laking the “essy way oul™. In the twilght of his career, he lamented the
ksl opportuniies, confessed disappoiniment end wged & recommitment towards a8 “cored
path®. Thasa appeals 1o the local senbments of the Mafays 15 a response 1o the paliical agenda
of PAS and represents a shiftwhene the Uu'ran was invokied as pan of LIMNO s polifical phiosopty
An exemple Gan e geen in responding 1o the Malawa diemera in 2002 Mahatiir whene he states
The Metays &= Muslims cen pray and app=al 1o Allah 20 that they become successiul, b
remamipar that Allah has siatad m the Qu'ran that He wall not change the fortunes of anyone
wiless he stives to change t himsel (Mahathr, 2002}

Thes speech foreshadowed 2 contnued Islemisation of the poltlcal discourse as wall a5 a
pancd of gueshoning and crlique stoul many aspects of Malaysian e, Amongst tham was o
profhtendy of the English Bnguage and s potential fo pronde a platiorm for globahsalion, As a
formaer Brilish colomy, Malaysia had keng prided dse¥ on its strong inguistic hesiisge in English bis
N 2000 thare watk parsmien quedtanng absdl he praficensy of wiblan and cpakan Engieh
This enxiety aboul proficsancy also ingaered concem on how thes woulkd effect Maleysia's prosperity
and glotal position a5 8 trading nation. From the immediate post-cofon@al timas, Engish had
been shifted from being the national language. As par of the unifiing project of the Mataysian
mation. Bahasa Malaysia, had been alocaied the constitulional stalus of the natonal language
and had deplaced English fom #2 former positon &5 the main Ianguage (Fennyoook, 1888

Penmycook, 2000].

The i=swe of English was also cearty identified i the media as enhancing global connectons in
ahigning Mataysia with e US. The New Srauvs Thnes edfonahised g1 the s of the Englsh
Proficiency cnsis saying
Englsh has bacome the global dngqua franca given many cemunies of Anglo Saeon political
and economic ascendancy world wide, beginning with British Impenalism, now fanslaied
o Amencan Superpower hegemany. .. And it kas bastowed the Linded Sates the power
# not the nghl, to determnine &1 cur futures (New St Times, 6 August 2002, p.10)

Dwring 2002, the s=sue of the proficiency in Englsh became 8 huge condroversy and tended o
dominate the news with headines such as “Poor Grasp Of Englsh Lands Man In Troubia® (The
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Star, 14 June 2002); “Use of Englsh Will Affect Many Marsity Courses”™ (The Sfar, 25 Juty 2002),
"The Future I3 Speled Out in English™ (New Stradls Times, 6 August 2002) and "Englsh To Beneft
AT [Ny Steanis Thmes, 12 August 2002} In response (o this campdgn, he govemsmant arnounced
that Mathematics and Scents would be jauah in Englksh (e Strairs Timas, 25 July 2002). This
wis |ustified as being necessany by 1he then Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi (He = now
Prime Minigter) tosmprove its usape and ensure Malaysians were not kaft behind in the Infomatan
Age (Newr Sraits Tomes, 28 July 2002).

In & rasshe commetrhent of resources, he Malaysan govemmen estimaled that some 40,500
fepchenrs weoald reguine Irgineg 10 teach Mathemalics gnd Saence in English. A1 e tme of the
ennouncement, the govemment was comesting the tvo by-elactons in Kedah and was in a
vunerable posiion. Indeed. some in the Bansan Nesional aliances wers iesied, parhoulady [he
teachars unions and Gerakan, cne of the Chinese political wings with a sirong base in Penang.

Assurances regarding the funding and the centirmed autoncrmy of the Chinese School system
ensred thal these groups suppansd (he govemment  The dimensions of the tesk were assisled
by & combination of measunes such as tha re-employmeant of retred teachers and the produchon
&l niw learming matenals. The assistance from the Brish Coundl was nstrumental heng as s
culura asm of the Brlish foreagn office Bad been posbonmg itsell for some time through teacher
training programs and alse matenal developrmeant and was working cosaly with the Malaysian
Mmistry of Education (Singh, et gl 2002)

The rew policies afiracted a range of reactions and concems thel had a strong infuence on the
poditics of poat 511, Mot leest was the govemment opoortunimy to portray PAS as reacticnary and
ang-modarmiest. The govammeanl srategist Datuk Mahadzir Khir predicted that, ™l befieve PAS wil
politicise tha issus n Pedang and Anak Bukil (by-slechons). H wal say be Malays are haading
iowards desaster”. Contimang Bus theme, Mabadze Khir responded 10 calisisms about Bahasa
Mataysias nle by Suggeshng that the govermnment warnled 1o "create a Diblngual even Biingual
genarabon and thesefore casl aside any suspicions o aspersion” (The Mow Sirefts Trmes, 27
dure 2002 p3), indeed, n devefiopng a vilagae level poliical campaign PAS pledged bo haghhight
the mswe af English n Malhematcs and Soence mthe Kedah by-sheclion (MNew Stradls Taimes, 20
Ciobar 20002

In support of Mis PAS woiced s concem abaul the move 1o teaching English and immegisiely
announcad that the PAS govemed siste of Terenggany woukl not requre religious schools o
teach Mathemalics and Science in Englsh. Predicing faiure of the pobcy, Manler Basar Daluk
Hadh Awang sax that rumal schools would be the mosl dsadvantaged and tha this vndormned
the stalus of Bahasa Malaysa (New Steaads Times, B August 2002),

Although many of the same concams abowt Englsh had bean expeessad by groups aligned wah
LUNMO and syrnpathase to the govemment, Dr Mahathiowas abio bo mamian a wew that positioned
PAS Bs swggeshng that the speaking of English was a kaffir {Infidel} & and thal PAS was
incapgable of dealing with 8 modarn sacular world and were noft repraseniainve of modarale
lslam. The ruing party were able to posiion their opoonents as endanganng the mutbculural
consensus in Malaysia, the poilical stbabiry of Malaysia and Ihe potenbat for Mataysia to particpabe
in the global econmy. These thames repeated by fhe meds cormeyed & impression that welony
by PAS dunng a pencd of giobe! arsesty would denupl Metaysia's prospenty and create nsiakdiy,

Epiloque and Conclusion,

The by-elettion in 2002 was evanly eplt and observers called % 3 stalemate. Dr Mahahtir retired
in Octobes 2003, as promised, and his successor, Abdullah Badawi mainiained a strong
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commitment ba the ieaching of Mathematics and SSance in English. His eary penad as Prime
Minister fegtured attemets attackng cromism in LIMND and this involed some difficolties for his
own famity whowere attacked &% being benefcanes of cromyisemn, Nonetheless, Badawt successhil
shecred BN o a landshde victory in the naxt federal election and overwhelmed PAS in their
previcus heartfand of Kelentan and Tarengganu

For the mamenl. fhe prospect of Be “Malay Taliban” being Insisled in federal government in
Malaysia had been averted. Thea slunning reversal in 2004 had been achieved by Tha parssbant
tactics of portraying the lsiamec opposition &s pre-modemist esdremists, who were desonmnating
ggainst women and racist, something that many Malays saw as threatening the multiracal
consensus that had typihied Malaysia sinoe independence. Howesver, miany of the inequallies
that spawmad PAS popudarnty ane a continung chadenge for the Malaysan govemment. It i3 also
made more dificull with clashes between separafists and the ceniral govemment in Southem
Thailand closes to the states of Teverdgans and Kelaatan

Thea portrenval of Istamic panties as ulira radical temonst organizations has bean pan of the sucoass
story of the Malayeian government and its supporters. Said {1997 has documenied the
represaniations of Isfam that emeged dunng the tran hostage cnss and he durabsiity of Ihese
perceplions aboul the polgics of Eslam which are generated through 1he meda and expernts
sowrces. The pempetuaton of the siereolypical view of Islarme lundamentalism and |siam as
leronam, does hfe o eradicate the causes of lermorism. Perhaps Edwand Sad's comments
about the need for open-mincad brokers, ouisige e “exper cigue”, who hewe notbesn nfluenced
by the stigma of preconcaned nolions might te an fmponant sieding point towards addressng
ihese 550es:
The impresshve thing 5 how, despite ther lack of cerdification, they seem 1o understand
certain dynamics within the post-aolonial word ard hence within a lamge poartion of the
lelgruc workd. For them the human expanance, and nat the imiding labels Bke the “islamec
mind” or “islamic pergonally” defines the unit of atlention. Moreover they are genuinely
miarested in exchange, Bnd have made it a mabier of conscious choce 10 averstap (e ngid
ines of hostifty put down bebveen peoples by govemmenis (Salkd, 1897 p, 168).

Pehaps in the Post 511 em this wil be one of the key challenpes for the Asia PecSc region.
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